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כ״ז:א׳-י״אבמדבר

קְרַבְ֜נָה)א( נוֹ֣תוַתִּ ן־חֵפֶ֤רצְלָפְחָד֗בְּ ֙בֶּ לְעָד ן־גִּ ן־מָכִי֣רבֶּ הבֶּ ֶ֔ ן־מְנַשּׁ בֶּ
חֹ֖ת פְּ ה֣לְמִשְׁ ֶ ֙בֶן־יוֹסֵף֑מְנַשּׁ ה מוֹ֣תוְאֵלֶּ֙ יושְׁ נֹתָ֔ המַחְלָ֣הבְּ וְחָגְלָ֥הנעָֹ֔

ה֖ ה׃ומִּלְכָּ עֲמדְֹ֜נָה)ב(וְתִרְצָֽ תַּ ה֗לִפְניֵ֣וַֽ ֙משֶֹׁ ןאֶלְעָזָר֣וְלִפְניֵ וְלִפְניֵ֥הַכֹּהֵ֔
יאִ֖ם תַ֥חוְכָל־הָעֵדָ֑ההַנְּשִׂ הֶל־מוֹעֵד֖פֶּ ר׃אֹֽ ֮)ג(לֵאמֹֽ ֒מֵת֣אָבִינוּ ר דְבָּ מִּ בַּ

תוֹ֣ךְלאֹ־הָיָה֜וְהוּ֨א עֲדַת־קֹרַ֑חעַל־ה'הַנּוֹעָדִי֛םהָעֵדָה֗בְּ י־בְחֶטְאוֹ֣בַּ כִּֽ
ת ה)ד(לֽוֹ׃לאֹ־הָי֥וּוּבָנִי֖םמֵ֔ רַ֤עלָמָּ֣ ֙יִגָּ ם־אָבִי֙נוּ וֹמִתּוֹ֣ךְשֵׁ חְתּ֔ פַּ י֛מִשְׁ כִּ
ן֑ל֖וֹאֵי֥ן ֣נוּבֵּ נָה־לָּ התְּ תוֹ֖ךְאֲחֻזָּ֔ ינוּ׃אֲחֵי֥בְּ ה֛וַיַּקְרֵב֥)ה(אָבִֽ משֶֹׁ

טָ֖ן פָּ ה֥ה'וַיּאֹ֥מֶר)ו()ס(ה'׃לִפְניֵ֥אֶת־מִשְׁ ר׃אֶל־משֶֹׁ ן֗)ז(לֵּאמֹֽ נוֹ֣תכֵּ בְּ
֒צְלָפְחָד֮ ן֤נָתֹן֨דּבְֹרתֹ תֵּ ֙תִּ ת֣לָהֶם האֲחֻזַּ תוֹ֖ךְנחֲַלָ֔ אֲבִיהֶם֑אֲחֵי֣בְּ

֛ עֲבַרְתָּ ן׃אֲבִיהֶ֖ןאֶת־נחֲַלַ֥תוְהַֽ ניֵ֥)ח(לָהֶֽ רָאֵל֖וְאֶל־בְּ ר֣יִשְׂ דַבֵּ לֵאמרֹ֑תְּ
י־יָמו֗תּאִי֣שׁ ֙כִּֽ ם֥ל֔וֹאֵי֣ןוּבֵן עֲבַרְתֶּ וֹ׃אֶת־נחֲַלָתוֹ֖וְהַֽ וְאִם־אֵי֥ן)ט(לְבִתּֽ
ת֑ל֖וֹ ם֥בַּ ם֥אַחִי֑םל֖וֹוְאִם־אֵי֥ן)י(לְאֶחָיו׃אֶת־נחֲַלָתוֹ֖וּנְתַתֶּ וּנְתַתֶּ

יו׃לַאֲחֵי֥אֶת־נחֲַלָתוֹ֖ ֒אַחִים֮וְאִם־אֵי֣ן)יא(אָבִֽ ם֣לְאָבִיו וּנְתַתֶּ
אֵר֞וֹאֶת־נחֲַלָתוֹ֗ רבֹ֥לִשְׁ חְתּוֹ֖אֵלָ֛יוהַקָּ פַּ שְׁ הָיְ֨תָה֜אתָֹהּ֑וְיָרַשׁ֣מִמִּ לִבְניֵ֤וְֽ

֙ רָאֵל ת֣יִשְׂ טלְחֻקַּ פָּ֔ ר֛מִשְׁ אֲשֶׁ ה֥כַּ ה׃ה'צִוָּ )ס(אֶת־משֶֹֽׁ

Numbers 27:1-11

(1) The daughters of Zelophehad, of the family of Manasseh—son of Hepher
son of Gilead son of Machir son of Manasseh son of Joseph—came forward.
The names of the daughters wereMahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and
Tirzah. (2) They stood before Moses, Eleazar the priest, the chieftains, and
the whole assembly, at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, and they said,
(3) “Our father died in the wilderness. He was not one of the faction -
Korah’s faction - which banded together against the Eternal, but died for his
own sin; and he has left no sons. (4) Let not our father’s name be lost to his
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family just because he had no son! Give us a holding among our father’s
kinsmen!” (5) Moses brought their case before the Eternal. (6) And the
Eternal said toMoses, (7) “The plea of Zelophehad’s daughters is just: you
should give them a hereditary holding among their father’s kinsmen;
transfer their father’s share to them. (8) “Further, speak to the Israelite
people as follows: ‘If a man dies without leaving a son, you shall transfer his
property to his daughter. (9) If he has no daughter, you shall assign his
property to his brothers. (10) If he has no brothers, you shall assign his
property to his father’s brothers. (11) If his father had no brothers, you shall
assign his property to his nearest relative in his own clan, and he shall
inherit it.’ This shall be the law of procedure for the Israelites, in accordance
with the Eternal’s command toMoses.”

1. What is the driving concern/value expressed by Zelophehad’s daughters?What does justice look
like to them in this text?
2. What strategic choices do theymake in this incident?
3. How doesMoses respond to their sense of injustice?

קל״ג:א׳במדברספרי

שהארץצלפחדבנותששמעוכיון–צלפחדבנותותקרבנה
עצה.ליטולזועלזוכולןנתקבצולנקבות,ולאלשבטיםמתחלקת

יותרהזכריםעלרחמיוב"והמקום!רחמיב"וכרחמילאאמרו:
הזכריםעלאלאכן,אינוהעולםוהיהשאמרמיאבלהנקבות,מן
לכלה'טובקמה()תהליםשנאמרהכל,עלרחמיוהנקבות,ועל

מעשיו:כלעלורחמיו

Sifrei Bamidbar 133:1

(Bamidbar 27:1) "And there drew near the daughters of Tzelofchad":When
the daughters of Tzelofchad heard that the land was to be apportioned to
the tribes and not to females, they gathered together to take counsel,
saying: Not as themercies of flesh and blood are themercies of the Eternal.
Themercies of flesh and blood are greater for men than for women. Not so
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the mercies of the One who spoke and brought the world into being. God's
mercies are for all genders (equally). God's mercies are for all! As it is
written (Psalms 145:9) "The Eternal is good to all, and God's mercies are
upon all of God's creations." 

* The Sifrei on Bamidbar is a work of Midrash composed sometime around 200 CE, 

1. What is the driving concern/value expressed by Zelophehad’s daughters?What does justice look
like to them in this text?
2. What strategic choices do theymake in this incident?
3. This text was composed long after the Biblical account. What choices did the writers of this
midrashmake when composing this text? Is there a different point of view here than we see in the
Biblical text?

ב'כ"ז,במדבר,שמעוני,ילקוט

הראשונהדברים,חמשהאמרוחמשתןצלפחדבנותותקרבנה
העדהבתוךהיהלאוהואאמרההשניהבמדבר.מתאבינואמרה

הואמתבחטאוכיאמרההשלישיתקרח.בעדתה'עלהנועדים
למהאמרההחמישיתלו.היולאובניםאמרההרביעיתהמקושש,

הפסוק.וכלמשפחתומתוךאבינושםיגרע

Yalkut Shimoni, Bamidbar 27:2

"And they stood beforeMoses," (Num 27:2) Each of the five daughters presented

one of the five pleas. The first said, "Our father dies in the wilderness," The

second said, "He was not one of the faction of Korach." The third said, "but he



died in his own sin." The fourth: "He had no sons." The fifth: "Why should our

father's name be lost to his family?"

* The Yalkui Shimoni is a compilation of midrashic comments on the Tanakh, many of which are
pulled from other collections. It was probably composed early in the 13th century. 

1. What detail does this text add to the Biblical narrative?
2. What strategic choices do Zelophehad's daughters make in this version of the text, in which
each of them speaks separately?What values might be behind those choices?
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