[bookmark: _GoBack]
[Legislator Name]
[Address]

[Date]

Dear [Representative/Senator __]


My name is ___, and I am a constituent who lives in  ____. I am [other relevant information including profession, family, etc.]

I am writing today in support of the Florida Competitive Workforce Act (“FCWA”). This comprehensive legislation seeks to protect gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender (LGBTQ) Floridians by expanding Florida’s existing Civil Rights Act. I believe that all people deserve the opportunity to work, live, play, or learn, without fear of discrimination or bias, and the FCWA will help ensure that reality for LGBTQ people in Florida. 

My Jewish tradition teaches that all people are created b'tzelem Elohim, in the Divine image. This includes LGBTQ members of my community. I believe that my friends, neighbors, and family members who are in the LGBTQ community deserve the same opportunities to work and live in Florida as anyone else. My Judaism also calls me to face inequality in the world around me, and take action to repair the world. It is for these reasons that I write to you today.

Unfortunately, LGBTQ people face disproportionate levels of discrimination and harassment in Florida. The 2017 Youth Risk Behavior Survey (“YRBS”) shows that Florida LGBTQ youth face higher rates of bullying in school. A 2015 survey of transgender people shows that 30% of transgender Floridians had been fired, denied a job, or faced adverse employment action on the basis of their gender identity or expression in the prior calendar year. By passing the Florida Competitive Workforce Act, we can begin to address these disparities, and ensure that all people, including LGBTQ youth and employees, have the opportunity to work and learn.

 [Insert personal story here. Starting with “I believe the Florida Competitive Workforce Act is important because…”]. 

In the United States, 19 other states, Washington DC, and over 200 cities and towns have seen the benefit of comprehensive legal protections for LGBTQ people, and have shown that this law works. Here in Florida, over 56% of the population lives in cities or towns with local protections. It is time we unify, and send the message that Florida is an inclusive and competitive state. 

I urge you to join me, over 450 Florida businesses, and people of various faith and spiritual backgrounds in voicing your support for the Florida Competitive Workforce Act.

Sincerely,


[Name]
[Street Address]
[City, State, Zip Code]
 

   

 


